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after a visionary, talented American 
hero. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Madam 

President, I ask unanimous consent 
that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRISONERS OF WAR RESOLUTION 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Madam 

President, it is my understanding that 
the sponsors of the resolution on the 
POWs are on their way to the Chamber. 
I just left Senator WARNER in a briefing 
with the Secretary of Defense. I wish 
to speak before the sponsors arrive on 
the subject of the POW resolution. 

There are two POWs from Florida. 
Those whom we suspect are POWs are 
the ones who were interviewed on Al-
Jazeera television, who were captured 
at about the time that PFC Jessica 
Lynch was captured. Of course, that 
was such a wonderfully successful mis-
sion of finding and retrieving her. The 
entire world has rejoiced at her return. 
From my State, one of the unac-
counted whom we think is a POW is 
Private Williams from Orlando, FL. 

Naturally, I will lend my support to 
this resolution which is most impor-
tant not only to express our concern, 
but to express and demand that these 
prisoners of war be treated according 
to the Geneva Convention, which 
means that under the rules of war we 
treat prisoners of war humanely. 

The conviction that arises in my 
voice comes from another POW in Iraq 
of 12 years from Jacksonville, FL, 
CAPT Scott Speicher. Our Defense De-
partment made a mistake and initially 
declared him dead. On the first night of 
the gulf war 12 years ago, his F–18 was 
shot down, and we left a downed pilot. 
There were a series of mistakes. He was 
declared dead when there was not the 
evidence that he was dead. 

When we repatriated the POWs in a 
POW exchange with Iraq, we did not 
even ask for him because at the time, 
through mistakes, they did not think 
he was a POW. They sent back surveil-
lance assets to look at the crash site. 
They gave them the wrong coordinates, 
so they did not see the wreckage. It 
was not until some 5 years later that a 
Qatar hunting party found the wreck-
age of his jet. 

Once that happened, we started mak-
ing more inquiries. The American press 
got into it. Lo and behold, years later, 
the Defense Department finally admit-
ted some of its mistakes and changed 
his status from killed in action to 
missing in action. Then just last fall, 
thanks to the Secretary of the Navy, 
they changed his status from missing 
in action to missing captured, which is 
the status for a POW. 

The Defense Department says they 
do not know that he is alive. Madam 

President, I can tell you that Senator 
ROBERTS, who has been joined at the 
hip with me on this matter because the 
Speicher family was originally from 
Kansas and now lives in Florida, and I 
believe, through the information we 
have received, that he is alive. 

It has been published that we have a 
special team that is now going into 
Iraq to look for him. What a great day 
it will be for America if we bring home 
this American pilot who we walked 
away from and who has been gone for 
12 years. 

Of course, we can imagine what has 
happened to his family, his minor chil-
dren first being told their father was 
dead, and now having hope that he 
might be alive. It is a tragedy of gar-
gantuan proportions. It is a tragedy 
that is borne out of the fog of war. It is 
a tragedy of bureaucratic ineptness and 
bureaucratic footdragging, but we can 
make that right by finding him. 

Of course, the possibility is that in 
the ensuing melee, he might be used. It 
is our hope that we will resolve the 
fate of CAPT Scott Speicher, and it is 
my prayer, and the prayer of Ameri-
cans all over this country, that he can 
be brought home and that he will be 
alive. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CORNYN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

EXPRESSING OUTRAGE AT TREAT-
MENT OF CERTAIN AMERICAN 
PRISONERS OF WAR BY IRAQ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of S. Con. 
Res. 31. The clerk will report the title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 31) 

expressing the outrage of Congress at the 
treatment of certain American prisoners of 
war by the Government of Iraq.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there is now 1 hour 
of debate evenly divided on the resolu-
tion. 

The Senator from Virginia is recog-
nized. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, this 
resolution reads in part in the whereas 
clauses that Saddam Hussein has failed 
to comply with United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolutions, and we enu-
merate a series of resolutions that the 
military action now underway against 
Iraq is lawful and fully authorized by 
the Congress in section 38 of Public 
Law 107–243, which passed the Senate 
on October 10, 2002, by a vote of 77 to 23 
and which passed the House of Rep-
resentatives on that same day by a 
vote of 296 to 33. 

The whereas clauses, which will be 
printed in the RECORD, are numerous 
but very important, each and every one 
of them. I shall not go through them 
all, but they are:

Resolved by the Senate, with the House of 
Representatives concurring, that Congress 
express its outrage at the flagrant violations 
by the Government of Iraq of the customary 
international law and the Geneva Conven-
tion relative to the treatment of prisoners of 
war dated August 12, 1949, and entered into 
force October 21, 1950; 

Further resolved, with the Senate sup-
porting, in the strongest terms, the Presi-
dent’s warning to Iraq that the United 
States will hold the Government of Iraq, its 
officials, and military personnel involved ac-
countable for any and all such violations; 

Further, expects Iraq to comply with the 
requirements of the international law of war 
and the explicit provisions of the Convention 
Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of 
War which afford prisoners of war the proper 
and humane treatment they are entitled.

And lastly:
Expects that Iraq will afford prisoners of 

war access to representatives of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross, as re-
quired by the Convention Relative to the 
Treatment of Prisoners of War.

Throughout today, the Senate has 
had a series of briefings from senior 
representatives from the Departments 
of Defense and State and over 50 Sen-
ators attended a briefing given by the 
Secretary of Defense, Mr. Rumsfeld, 
accompanied by the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs, Richard Myers.

So far as we know, to date, none of 
the requirements of international law 
have yet been met by—I say the Gov-
ernment of Iraq, as the resolution 
does—Saddam Hussein’s regime. 

Prisoners of war have always been a 
subject that is very important to the 
Congress of the United States. Just 
down this hallway in the historic Ro-
tunda, capped by the dome which is 
seen throughout the Nation’s Capitol, 
and which is viewed throughout the 
world as a symbol of liberty—beneath 
the Capitol dome hangs that flag. It 
has been there ever since I was privi-
leged to join this institution, and this 
is my 25th year, a quarter of a century. 
It is there because of the constant feel-
ing of the Congress for the unac-
counted-for prisoners of war and our 
compassion for the families and the 
loved ones they leave behind. I just 
want all America to know how impor-
tant POWs are to this institution. 

The distinguished majority leader, 
Mr. FRIST, the distinguished Demo-
cratic leader, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. 
SANTORUM, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. INOUYE, 
Mr. MCCAIN, myself, and others work-
ing very carefully—Senator LUGAR 
joined us—put together, in very simple 
language, the expressions of this body 
of our concern for those unaccounted 
for in this war. 

Today, I think our hearts were some-
what lifted, generally speaking, by the 
reports we received about the progress 
of the war to date. We watched, with 
the embedded journalists, as they are 
referred to, who risked their own lives 
and safety—a number having been lost 
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